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Welcome to the sixth edition of Strategic Capital,
It is an exciting time of year at SDSC as we introduce our incoming students into the fold and
actively recruit new staff for our research and teaching programs. We also farewell Dr Peter Dean
who departed mid-February on promotion to full Professor at the University of Western Australia.
We welcome two hundred Bachelor of International Security Studies undergraduate students, one
hundred and seventy Masters of Military and Defence Studies postgraduate students, two dozen
Masters of Security Studies postgraduate students and our fresh batch of PhD students who will be
completing the program with the support of an Australian Government Research Training Program
Scholarship.
We also warmly welcome our newest Honourary Professor and former Associate Secretary of the
Department of Defence, Brendan Sargeant. Throughout this time, SDSC has maintained its efforts
to produce timely and policy relevant research in response to major developments in Australia and
abroad.
This newsletter captures recently published work by our team of scholars and is intended as a
community service. We welcome all constructive feedback.
Professor John Blaxland
Head, Strategic and Defence Studies Centre

Des Ball Chair 2017: Professor Rosemary Foot
The SDSC were honoured to welcome Professor Rosemary Foot as the 2017 Des Ball Chair in
November. In her role, Professor Foot participated in numerous events at ANU including the annual
Robert O'Neill Lecture which she titled 'Chinese Power and the Idea of a Responsible State in a
Changing World Order'. Professor Foot spoke at specifically organised, high-level roundtable events
at the Department of Defence and Department of Prime Minister & Cabinet. When nominating
Professor Foot for the position, Professor Evelyn Goh highlighted "Like Des, Rosemary is one of the
handful of western scholars who commands widespread respect within the Asia-Pacific region for
her deep expertise". The Des Ball Chair is a critical component of the Ball Strategic Endowment
which honours the late Professor Desmond Ball and welcomes a visiting professor to focus on the
field of strategic studies.
» read more

IN THE SPOTLIGHT
Secretary of Department of
Defence welcomes Master of
Strategic Studies Students
ANU Vice-Chancellor, Professor Brian
Schmidt joined Secretary of Department
of Defence, Greg Moriarty in welcoming
the newest cohort of SDSC Masters
students.
» read more

MEET OUR ACADEMICS
Professor Emerita Joan Beaumont
A historian based in SDSC, Professor Beaumont is
currently overseeing the release of a jointly-authored
book on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians
in the defence of Australia across the twentieth century.
Her current Australian Research Council funded project
examines the aftermath of World War I for Australians,
especially during the Great Depression. This study
follows on from her earlier Broken Nation: Australians in
the Great War which was a joint winner of the Prize for
Australian History in the Prime Minister's Literary Awards.
» read more

FEATURED PUBLICATIONS
Chinese Power and the Idea of a Responsible
State in a Changing World Order
Professor Rosemary Foot explores how Chinese
leaderhsip under President Xi Jinping is more willing to
determine for itself what represents 'responsible
behaviour' in global politics. Professor Foot argues that
the current global geopolitical context has become a
strongly enabling environment for China which is further

reinforced by its economic and political resurging
influence. Countries outside of China need to ultimately
develop a more nuanced understanding of Beijing's
relationship with dominant global norms. This will allow
for more productive countering of inconsistent Chinese
arguments and the potential to reinvigorate Chinese
support for the values of human rights and democracy.
» find out more

Thai Military Power: A Culture of Strategic
Accommodation
Dr Greg Raymond examines Thailand's strategic culture
and external security to highlight the implications for the
Southeast Asia region more broadly. Using strategic
culture as an analytical framework, this book produces a
portrait of the Thai state as an accommodative actor and
why 'underbalancing' - not responding to a threat, or
responding to it inadequately - is occuring across
Southeast Asia despite the challenges presented by a
rising China. The book thus argues that the interplay of
civil-military relations and military organisational culture
retards the development of strong external defence
postures in Thailand and across the region.
» find out more

China's dual strategy of coercion and
inducement towards ASEAN
Dr. Huong Le Thu contributes to the discussion about
China's divisive influence on the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN). The article argues that recent
China-ASEAN relations are based on Beijing's
succcessful implementation of a dual strategy of coercion
and inducement. Dr. Thu further argues the internal
discord of ASEAN has eroded and affected its institutional
confidence. The article ultimately draws attention to the
psychological effect of coercion as a perception of
punishment, and inducement as a perception of reward.
» find out more

Vietnam and the South China Sea
Former SDSC PhD student Do Thanh Hai focuses on the
attitude of Vietnam towards the South China Sea dispute.
Historically, studies of the escalating tensions and
competing claims in the South China Sea overwhelmingly
focus on China and its increasingly assertive approach,
while the position of the other claimants is overlooked.
This book examines the position from a historical
perspective, shows how Vietnam's position is affected by
its wish to maintain good relations with China on a range
of issues, and outlines how Vietnam has occasionally

made overtures to both the United States and Japan to
bolster its position.
» find out more

Debating the Quad
In this Centre of Gravity paper, six of Australia's leading
scholars and policy experts debate Australian
participation in the 'Australia-India-Japan-United States
consultations on the Indo-Pacific' - known universally as
the 'Quad'.
Contributors to this Centre of Gravity paper include Euan
Graham (Director, International Security Program, Lowy
Institute), Associate Professor Chengxin Pan (Deakin
University), Professor Ian Hall (Griffith University),
Professor Rikki Kersten (Murdoch University), Dr
Benjamin Zala (Australian National University) &
Associate Professor Sarah Percy (University of
Queensland).
» find out more

SDSC IN THE MEDIA
Department of Home Affairs - Yes
or No?
Professor John Blaxland
» read more

US National Defence Strategy: a
wake-up call for Australia
Emeritus Professor Paul Dibb
» read more

When Australian nuclear weapons

could make sense
Dr. Stephan Fruhling
» read more

Dawn of the post-American order
in Asia
Professor Hugh White
» read more

Chinese media misrepresents top
china scholar
Adam Ni
» read more

Philippines' Battle for Marawi
shows how South-East Asia can
unite to fight terrorism
Professor John Blaxland
» read more

Does Australia face a greater
security threat now than at the
Cold War's height?
Professor John Blaxland
» read more

The Questions of Chinese
Influence at the Heart of
Australia's Security Reforms
Professor Bates Gill
» read more

PODCASTS
Chinese Power and the Idea of a
'Responsible State' in a changing
World Order
Professor Rosemary Foot
» read more

The security implications of
Climate, Energy and Economic
transitions - what could possibly
go wrong?
Air Vice-Marshal John Blackburn
» read more

The Decision Point: Command in
the 21st Century
Professor Anthony King
» read more

UPCOMING EVENTS
SDSC War Seminar: Transition
Point - Embracing the 4th Age of
War
6-7pm, 5th March
Director of War Studies in the Australian
Army Research Centre Dr Albert Palazzo
will speak about the arrival of the 4th

Industrial Age and subsequent
reinterpretation of the character of war.
» find out more

Book Launch: Thai Military Power The Culture of Strategic
Accommodation
5:30-7pm, 8th March

All SDSC students and staff are warmly
invited to attend the launch of Thai Military
Power: The Culture of Strategic
Accommodation by Dr Greg Raymond.
» find out more

Book Launch: Intelligence & the
Function of Government
5-6:30pm, 19th March

All SDSC students and staff are warmly
invited to attend the launch of Intelligence
& the Function of Government by Dr
Daniel Baldino & Dr Rhys Crawley which
will be hosted by Director-General of the
Australian Secret Intelligence Service Paul
Symon, AO.
» find out more

SDSC Annual Kioloa Retreat
23rd-25th March

All SDSC students who have enrolled in
the Master of Strategic Studies and staff
are warmly invited to attend the SDSC
weekend retreat at the ANU's Kioloa Coast
Campus.
» find out more

WHAT DO WE DO AT SDSC
The Strategic and Defence Studies Centre (SDSC) is
Australia's oldest and largest academic centre focused on
strategic and defence issues. Our expertise within strategic
studies consist of three related research clusters: Military
studies, Australian defence, and Asia-Pacific security. We offer
Australia's most respected graduate programs dealing with
Australian Defence and Asia-Pacific and global security issues:
Master of Strategic Studies
Master of Military and Defence Studies

Bachelor of International Security Studies
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