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High quality research
 > Over 460 journal articles, authored books, book chapters, 

conference papers, and other scholarly publications 
published in 2014.

 > Over 80 public sector and industry report publications 
and contributions in 2014

 > Over 70 media publications, including newspaper and 
magazine contributions in 2014.

Collaborative engagement 
The Coral Bell School of Asia Pacific Affairs, along with its 
constituent units (APCD, IR, PSC, SDSC, and SSGM) hosted 
over 150 dynamic and thought provoking public lectures, 
seminars, workshops, short courses and conferences in 
2014, which attracted over 6,600 attendees.  

World class education
The Coral Bell School of Asia Pacific Affairs contributes to 
the following undergraduate degrees, and offers the following 
postgraduate coursework and research programs:

Undergraduate
 > Bachelor of Asian Studies
 > Bachelor of Asian Studies (Honours)
 > Bachelor of International Security Studies
 > Bachelor of International Security Studies (Honours)
 > Bachelor of Pacific Studies

Postgraduate coursework
 > Master of Diplomacy 
 > Master of International Relations
 > Master of International Relations (Advanced)
 > Master of Strategic Studies
 > Master of Strategic Studies (Advanced) 

Vertical double degree
Bachelor of Arts/Master of International Affairs 

Graduate research
 > Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)
 > Master of Philosophy (MPhil)#

# MPhil not offered by the Department of International Relations.

#1
ANU is ranked #1 in Australia and 
#7 in the world for Politics and 
International Studies*

5 
Bell School is home to 5 world-class 
constituent units 

Staff profile
75+ academic staff

29 professional staff

100+ visiting fellows

Publications
625 publications**

Events
154 public events

5 conferences hosted

Students
400+ graduate coursework

100+ higher degree by research

130+ international students from over 
28 countries

Alumni
over 4,320 alumni 

* QS World University Rankings 2015.
** Including journal articles, authored books, book chapters, conference papers, public 
sector and industry reports, and newspaper and magazine contributions.
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The Coral Bell School of Asia Pacific Affairs takes its name 
from one of Australia’s leading intellectuals, who straddled 
the worlds of policy making and academia, provided powerful 
analysis of the major issues of world politics, and was greatly 
respected by some of the leading figures of international 
affairs. Dr Coral Bell ao was an internationally renowned 
scholar who was instrumental in shaping Australian defence 
and foreign policy, who foresaw the challenges and dangers  
of today’s world decades in advance.

As with the ANU College of Asia and the Pacific in which it 
sits, the Coral Bell School of Asia Pacific Affairs has a long 
history, with roots in the University’s Research School of 
Pacific Studies – later the Research School of Pacific and 
Asian Studies - founded in 1946. The Research School was 
a founding institution of ANU, established to drive Australia’s 
engagement and understanding of its neighbourhood, as well 
as establish the University as a global centre of excellence in 
research, teaching and influence on Asia and the Pacific. 

Today, the Coral Bell School of Asia Pacific Affairs is a world-
leading centre for research, education and policy analysis in 
the international, political, societal, diplomatic and strategic 
affairs of Asia and the Pacific. The School is committed 
to providing the world’s best graduate, undergraduate 
and professional education on Asian and Pacific politics, 
international relations, strategic studies and diplomacy. The 
Coral Bell School of Asia Pacific Affairs is proud to continue 
the time-honoured traditions of ANU, keeping teaching 
expertise and academic excellence as cornerstones of its 
endeavours.

The School is a world-
leading centre for 
research, education 
and policy analysis 
in the international, 
political, societal, 
diplomatic and 
strategic affairs of Asia 
and the Pacific.  

The Coral Bell School of Asia Pacific Affairs is home to the world’s foremost collection of expertise on international and 
Asia-Pacific politics and societies, comprising a number of vibrant, interdisciplinary, intellectual communities: 

Asia Pacific College of Diplomacy (APCD)

The only centre in the southern hemisphere dedicated 
to research and education on transnational diplomacy. 
Researchers at APCD focus on the new dynamics arising from 
the shift in the distribution of power to the Asia-Pacific region, 
with the aim of understanding and explaining transnational 
diplomacy in the Asian century.

Department of International Relations (IR)

The first and only department of its kind in Australia, 
combining the study of international relations with a focus 
on the Asia-Pacific region. Researchers analyse how 
changes in foreign policies, the strategic balance of power, 
and international norms and globalisation, drive political 
developments in the region and around the world.

Department of Political and Social Change (PSC)

PSC boasts considerable depth of expertise on the 
political and social dynamics of the countries of Asia, in 
particular Indonesia, Thailand, Myanmar, Korea and China, 
including the highest concentration of academic staff and 
PhD students specialising in Indonesian politics outside 
of Indonesia itself. Academic specialisations include 
democratisation, national and local politics, gender, conflict 
and conflict resolution, religious politics and political theory.

Strategic and Defence Studies Centre (SDSC)

SDSC is home to Australia’s leading university based think-
tank which boasts the largest body of scholars dedicated to 
the analysis of the use of armed force in its political context. 
It provides ‘real world’-focused strategic studies that is 
research-based, research-led and world-class. SDSC is 
home to experts in Australian defence, military studies, and 
Asia-Pacific security.

State, Society and Governance in Melanesia 
Program (SSGM)

SSGM is Australia’s foremost centre for multi-disciplinary 
research on contemporary Melanesia, Timor-Leste and 
the wider Pacific, and hosts the largest collection of 
Pacific expertise in the world. SSGM conducts policy-
relevant research and advanced analysis of social change, 
governance, development, politics and state-society relations 
in this region.

Dr Coral Bell ao 


