How should we locate
Indonesia’s parliament in
the apparent rollback of
democracy in the country?
This article argues that we
need to contextualise the
undermining of legislative
power since the brief
period of reformasi within
the legacies of Indonesia’s
post-independence history
of autocratic government.
Inherited presidential
practice, limited
constitutional reform

and the parliament’s own
internal procedures have
contributed to a weakening
of parliament.
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