
STATE OF THE PACIFIC  
14-16 APRIL 2026  

TENTATIVE PROGRAM 
 
Day 1 – Tuesday, 14 April 2026 

8.15 – 9.00  Registration  

9.00 – 9.45  Opening session:  
  *Welcome to Country  

*Welcome from CAP Dean   
*Opening remarks from an Australia MP  

  *Opening remarks from a Pacific Island MP 
*Prayer for Day 1  

9.45 – 10.30 Morning refreshments 

Time Stream A Stream B 

10.30 – 12.00 Panel 1 
Title: People-centred 
Climate Action (COP31) 
Convenor: George Carter  

Panel 2 
Title: Gender Reimagined: 
Pacific Perspectives Retold 
Convenors: Anouk Ride & Mercy 
Masta  

12.00 – 13.00 Lunch 

13.00 – 14.30 Panel 3 
Title: Pacific Ballot Visas: 
Policies and Experiences 
Convenors: Stephen Howes 
& Natasha Turia 

Panel 4 
Title: Responding to Corruption 
and Money Laundering in Papua 
New Guinea 
Convenor: Michael Kabuni 

14.30 – 15.00  Afternoon refreshments 

15.00 – 16.30 Panel 5 
Title: France in the South 
Pacific: Power & Politics 
Revisited  
Convenor: Nicholas Hoare 

Panel 6 
Title: Connecting Peacebuilding 
Initiatives Across Papua New 
Guinea 
Convenors: Sinclair Dinnen & 
Miranda Forsyth 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Day 2 – Wednesday, 15 April 2026 

9.00–10.00 Keynote Address (Leaders in Universities)  
*Prayer for Day 2 

10.00 – 10.30 Morning refreshments 

Time Stream A Stream B 

10.30 – 12.00 Panel 7 
Title: Fifty Shades of Grey 
Money: Crime & Corruption  
Convenor: Graeme Smith 
 

Panel 8 
Title: Risk and Resilience: 
Investigating and Promoting 
Personal and Community Safety 
Convenor: Judy Putt 

12.00 – 13.00  Lunch 

13.00 – 14.30 Panel 9 
Title: Beyond Extraction: 
Indigenous and Relational 
Approaches to Melanesian 
Research 
Convenors: Mercy Masta & 
Theresa Meki 

Panel 10 
Title: The China Alternative, Five 
Years On  
Convenor: Graeme Smith 

14.30 – 15.00 Afternoon refreshments 

15.00 – 16.30 Panel 11 
Title: Inspired Pacific 
Research that made Legal 
History: ICJ AO 
Convenors: Rebecca 
Monson & Romitesh Kant 

Panel 12 
Title: Partners for Peace: 
Lessons from and for 
Bougainville’s Office of Missing 
Persons 
Convenor: David Oakeshott 

 
 
  



 
Day 3 – Thursday, 16 April 2026 

9.00 – 10.30  DPA Presentation: Big Data for Pacific Democracy: Challenges and Opportunities 
*Prayer for Day 3 

10.30 – 11.00 Morning refreshments 

Time Stream A Stream B 

11.00 – 12.30 Panel 13 
Title: From Labour Mobility 
to Integration: migration to, 
from, within the Pacific 
Convenor: Ryan Edwards  

Panel 14 
Title: Starlink’s Arrival and 
Changes to Communication 
Access in the Pacific  
Convenor: Amanda H A Watson 

12.30 – 13.30 Lunch 

13.30 – 15.00 Panel 15     
Title: Power of Pacific Partnerships  
Convenors: Lowy Institute, Development Policy Centre and 
Department of Pacific Affairs 
 

15.00 – 15.30 Afternoon refreshments 

15.30 – 17.00 Panel 16 
Oceanic Diplomacy Plenary Session & Book Launch 
Convenor: George Carter 

17.00 – 17.30 Closing Remarks  
(including closing prayer) 

 


