
Existing literature portrays 
China’s private capital 
flows and Chinese-origin 
transnational criminals 
(COTCs) in Southeast Asia 
and the Pacific as a shared 
pathology or beyond Beijing’s 
control. This talk challenges 
that view, presenting 
evidence of a crime-state 
nexus. Through the cases of 
She Zhijiang and Wan Kuok-
Koi, the speakers argue for 
periodic, mutually beneficial 
cooperation - not direct Beijing 
control - where criminal, 
business, and United Front-
affiliated actors operate in an 
ambiguous shared milieu.
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