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Overview

1. “Rebel” courts: generally 
and in Myanmar (Nick)

2. NUG use of law and courts 
(Hnin)

3. Case studies and 
reflections (both)

NUG Katha Township Court (Source: Myanmar Now)



“Rebel” courts: generally

1. Why? Legitimacy, strength, order, coordination, 
services (Ledwidge 2017; Loyle 2021; Mampilly 2011)

2. Whence? Environment, goals, capacity (Ginsburg 
2019)

3. Criticisms: Unfairness? No rule of law? (Provost 2021; 
Sivakumaran 2009)



“Rebel” courts: Myanmar

1. Contributing to stability /order (on KNU and NMSP, 
Harrisson & Kyed 2019; McCartan & Joliffe 2016)

2. Importance of local / hybrid adjudication (Kyed 2020; on 
KNU, Kyed & Myat The Thitsar 2018; on Pa-O SAZ, Mi Thang 
Soon Point & Nan Tin Nilar Win 2020)

3. Accessibility? Accountability? (Center for Arakan Studies 
2024; McCartan & Joliffe 2016)



The NUG: A snapshot

Dual Judicial 
System: Civilian & 

Military

Counter-Sovereign 
Entity: Alternative 

to the military 
junta(SAC)

Democratic Vision 
: Federal 

democracy & legal 
reality



IMPUNITY RULE OF LAW IHL 
COMPLIANCE 

TRANSITIONAL 
JUSTICE

NUG Principles



NUG Timeline



Continuity & discontinuity

Application of Penal 
Code       & CrPC

Personnel 

Abolition of 2008 
Constitution & Police 
Discipline Law



NUG Structure



NUG Reach







NUG Military Justice



NUG Military Justice: case studies

1. PDF fighter convicted for rape 
(Tanintharyi, SGCM, 2024) (compare with 

Cheesman 2019)

2. PDF fighter convicted for murder 
(Bago, Military Tribunal, 2026)



NUG implementation challenges

1. Operational restraints
2. Evidentiary issues
3. Witness inaccessibility  



Preliminary reflections

1. Comparisons with other para-states in Myanmar (e.g., 
KNU/KNLA, ULA/AA)

2. Role / responsibility of international organisations; 
bilateral assistance? Recognition? (Provost 2021)

3. Contributions to wider literature? Variation in a single 
country case (rather than across cases) 
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